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Art Unit: 3693 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's arguments and request for 
reconsideration of application 09900076 (07/06/01) filed on 07/24/06. 

Response to Arguments 

The objection to the drawings has been withdrawn in view of amended drawings 
filed (7/24/06). 

Applicant's 102/103 arguments with respect to pending claims 4,5,17,18,26 and 
27 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 26,27, 5 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Bergelson, US Pat. No. 6,697,056. 

Re Claim 26: Bergelson discloses a statement handling apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit configured to read image data from a statement on which 
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information is formed thereon one or more of bar code data, OCR-recognizable 
characters, or handwritten characters (Bergelson, abstract, col. 4, line 65+ - col. 5, line 
37; col. 6, lines 30-61; Figs. 5,6); 

an identification unit configured to identify a statement type of the statement and 
compare the image data of the statement read by the reading unit with patterns of 
statement data (Bergelson, abstract, col. 1, lines 65+ - col. 2, line 22; col. 3, lines 12-25; 
col. 3, lines 50-59; col. 4, lines 43-60; Figs. 2,4,5,6 Although image data is compared 
with the assigned properties for the different forms (i.e., statements). The type of form 
(i.e., statement) is identified by the image data of the marking rather the image data 
expected to appear within the zones of the form); 

a recognition unit configured to recognize at least bar code data and the character 
data contained in the image data depending on the statement type identified by the 
identification unit (Bergelson, abstract, col. 4, line 65+ - col. 5, line 37; col. 6, lines 30- 
61; Figs. 5,6); 

a display unit configured to display recognized bar code data and recognized 
character data (Bergelson, abstract, col. 6, lines 30-61, Fig. 6); and 
a control unit configured to verify recognized bar code data, wherein if the 
recognized bar code data is verified then the control unit displays the recognized bar 
code data via the display unit, wherein if the recognized bar code data is not verified 
then the control unit verifies recognized character data, wherein if the recognized 
character data is verified then the control unit displays the recognized character data via 



Application/Control Number: 09/900,076 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3693 

the display unit, wherein if the recognized character data is not verified then handling of 
the statement ceases (Bergelson, abstract, col. 6, lines 30-61, Fig. 6). 

Bergelson fails to explicitly disclose an apparatus comprising: 
an identification unit configured to identify a statement type of the statement by 
comparing the image data of the statement read by the reading unit with patterns of 
statement data. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Bergelson to provide a statement handling 
apparatus comprising: a reading unit configured to read image data from a statement on 
which information is formed thereon one or more of bar code data, OCR-recognizable 
characters, or handwritten characters; an identification unit configured to identify a 
statement type of the statement by comparing the image data of the statement read by 
the reading unit with patterns of statement data; a recognition unit configured to 
recognize at least bar code data and the character data contained in the image data 
depending on the statement type identified by the identification unit; a display unit 
configured to display recognized bar code data and recognized character data; and a 
control unit configured to verify recognized bar code data, wherein if the recognized bar 
code data is verified then the control unit displays the recognized bar code data via the 
display unit, wherein if the recognized bar code data is not verified then the control unit 
verifies recognized character data, wherein if the recognized character data is verified 
then the control unit displays the recognized character data via the display unit, wherein 
if the recognized character data is not verified then handling of the statement ceases. 
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One would have been motivated to have alternative ways to identify documents, 
statements and forms in case of human or machine error. 
Re Claim 27: Bergelson discloses a method for handling a statement on which 
information is formed thereon one or more of bar code data, OCR-recognizable 
characters, or handwritten characters comprising: 

reading the image data on the statement to obtain image data (Bergelson, abstract, col. 
4, line 65+ - col. 5, line 37; col. 6, lines 30-61; Figs. 5,6); 

comparing the image data of the statement with patterns of statement data (Bergelson, 
abstract, col. 1, lines 65+ - col. 2, line 22; col. 3, lines 12-25; col. 3, lines 50-59; col. 4, 
lines 43-60; Figs. 2,4,5,6 Although image data is compared with the assigned 
properties for the different forms (i.e., statements). The type of form (i.e., statement) is 
identified by the image data of the marking rather the image data expected to appear 
within the zones of the form); 

determining a statement type of the statement (Bergelson, abstract, col. 1, lines 65+ - 
col. 2, line 22; col. 3, lines 12-25; col. 3, lines 50-59; col. 4, lines 43-60; Figs. 2,4,5,6 
Although image data is compared with the assigned properties for the different forms 
(i.e., statements). The type of form (i.e., statement) is identified by the image data of 
the marking rather the image data expected to appear within the zones of the form); 
recognizing bar code data and character data contained in the image data based on 
the statement type to obtain recognized bar code data and recognized character data 
(Bergelson, abstract, col. 4, line 65+ - col. 5, line 37; col. 6, lines 30-61; Figs. 5,6); and 
verifying the recognized bar code data (Bergelson, abstract, col. 6, lines 30-61, Fig. 6), 
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wherein if the recognized bar code data is verified then processing the statement 
using the recognized bar code data, wherein if the recognized bar code data is not 
verified then verifying the recognized character data (Bergelson, abstract, col. 6, lines 
30-61, Fig. 6), 

wherein if the recognized character data is verified then processing the statement 
using the recognized character data via the display unit, wherein if the recognized 
character data is not verified then ceasing further processing of the statement 
(Bergelson, abstract, col. 6, lines 30-61, Fig. 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Bergelson to provide a method for handling a 
statement on which information is formed thereon one or more of bar code data, OCR- 
recognizable characters, or handwritten characters comprising: reading the image data 
on the statement to obtain image data; comparing the image data of the statement with 
patterns of statement data to determine a statement type of the statement; 
recognizing bar code data and character data contained in the image data based on 
the statement type to obtain recognized bar code data and recognized character data; 
and verifying the recognized bar code data, wherein if the recognized bar code data is 
verified then processing the statement using the recognized bar code data, wherein if 
the recognized bar code data is not verified then verifying the recognized character 
data, wherein if the recognized character data is verified then processing the statement 
using the recognized character data via the display unit, wherein if the recognized 
character data is not verified then ceasing further processing of the statement. 
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One would have been motivated to have alternative ways to identify documents, 
statements and forms in case of human or machine error. 

Re Claims 5,18: Bergelson discloses a statement handling apparatus according to 
claim further comprising a data input unit, and wherein the control unit is further 
configured to display via the display unit an instruction to request data be input to the 
input unit and to compare the input data with data recognized from handwritten data if 
the statement includes handwritten data (Bergelson, abstract, col. 6, lines 30-61, Fig. 6). 

Claims 4 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bergelson, US Pat. No. 6,697,056 in view of Ohtani, US Pat. No. 5,930,409. 
Re Claim 4,17: Bergelson fails to explicitly disclose a statement handling 
apparatus/method wherein the bar code data includes bar codes with check digits 
(Ohtani, col. 5, lines 15 - 23). Ohtani discloses a statement handling apparatus/method 
wherein the bar code data includes bar codes with check digits. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
teachings of Bergelson by adopting the teachings of Ohtani to provide a statement 
handling apparatus/method wherein the bar code data includes bar codes with check 
digits. As suggested by Ohtani, one would have been motivated to detect errors. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Chandler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 186. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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